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GrnTLEMAN. | 
Am very glad to ſee you again, 


after your long abſence, I don't 
doubt but your Journey was 


upon a good occaſion. 


MiNISTER | 


I went into the Country ſome time ſince, 


with a charitable Intent, to cure ſome of 


A3 m 


my Countrymen of the Plague, that had 
broken out amongſt them, and carried off 


- 1 * ” ” 


Set noinbers,” ET I 


| | GENTLEMAN, _ 


I did not know, that the Plague was in 
England: that is dreadful news indeed! 


MINISTER. 

I don't mean a bodily Plague, but a dan- 
gerous Diſtemper in the Mind, viz. the 

* Plague of Arianiſm, which naturally tends 
to the deſtruction both of Soul and Body. 


Ce \ 4 


This is what I mean. | 


Ep GENTLEMAN. 
This is ſtill worſe, if Arianiſm be of ſuch 


deſtructive nature as you mention. Pray, 
What do you mean by an Arian? 


us a MINITS TEX . | 
An Arian is one, that, contrary to the 
words of Baptiſm and plain Doctrine of the 
holy Scripture, denies the Divinity of our 
Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt. a 


> 


: 77 GENTLE- 


o 


— _ GENTLEMAN. 


' Bd A man, that denies the Divinity of the 
Z Saviour of men, muſt (without doubt) be 
ſpiritually blind, becauſe if Chriſt was not - 
Gop, I don't ſee how He could be our Sa- 
viour, | e : 


The Scripture tells us, that in the firſt 
Adam all die: Now, after a Man's body is 
1 dead and turned into corruption, it ſeems 
3 impoſlible to me for any one to quicken this 
wa dead body, and raiſe it up into a living ſtate | : 
again, except Gop only; and therefore the 
Z Arians, and all, who deny the Divinity of | 
Z Chriſt, muſt be ſpiritually blind, and quite 
ignorant of the revealed Way of Salvation. 


— 


MiIxIS T RRx . a 


Goy created man upright, (as Reaſon and E | 
Revelation teſtify) but by fin, he loſt the  —_— 
3 enjoyment of Gop ſpiritually, and became 3 
luable to death bodily; ſo that in the falva- 12 5 
tion of a man, two things are implied, 

„ tiiſt, The Pardon and the Renewal of 
the defiled foul. And 2dly, The Reſfurrec- ” 
| 7 : tion 


o 


tion and glorification of the dead body. But 
will it not be the utmoſt degree of pre- 
ſumption to ſay, any one can do this, ex- 
cept Gop only | | 


Cf | GENTLEMAN. 


* * 


It certainly will. But J think, it plainly 

appears in the ſcriptures, that Chriſt has 

| power to purify and pardon defiled fouls, 

| and to raiſe and glorify dead bodies, 


MinisTER. 


It does. © I am, (faith Chriſt) the Re- 

| i furretionand the Life: he that believeth in 

5 me, tho he were dead, yet ſhall he live, 
— &c.” So, that Chriſt has power in himſelf 

to quicken and give ſpiritual life to the ſoul, 

and to raiſe the dead body into a glorious 

| and incorruptible body. This He could 

not do, unleſs He was a Divine Perſon, 


a | GENTLEMAN. 


x 9 4 ; 1 


Have all chriſtians, eminent for piety, in- 
; — *  teprity and heavenly. minds, believed the 
= | Doctrine of the Trinity ? 


5 * c 


6 
e 
* Bd 


My” 


1 ER; _  Min1sTER, 


I © es MixIsTER. 
2 All without exception, even from the 
A poſtles; but at the ſame time, it is to be 
| conſidered, that ſpiritual things can be diſ- 
3 Ccernedonlyby the light of the. Spirit, and 
N dhat men in their natural and unregenerate 


as ſtate, (though otherwiſe never ſo learned) 

85 diſcern nothing of them. This is the caſe of 

2 | Arians, and of all men in theirunregenerat- 
ed and natural ſtate. 

a8 Fa . | ENTLEMAN. 8 65 

8 What does Arianiſm ſpring from, or how 

'& comes any one to embrace and promote 

2 ſuch a dangerous error wy 

= | : 

us {0 nedes ar NAN IEND  - - 74) | 

Id Alrianiſm ariſes from ſpiritual blindneſs, 
and want of humility. 1175 

z The maintainers of this Hereſy are fo 


By 4 far from rightly diſtinguiſhing betwixt ma- 


he tcttrial and ſpiritual things, or having any 
juſt notions of ſpiritual things, that they 

me | don't know how fallen man is faved, or 
| Z how he can be happy without his body; 
1 N 5 and 
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and from this ſpiritual blindneſs, and a good 
ſhare (as ſeveral of them have) of outward 
knowledge that puffeth up, Satan kindles 
up in their imagination, a deceitful perſua- 
ſion, that they are wiſer and more knowing 
than the whole Church, and ſee deeper and 
clearer into the Myſteries of Religion, than 
all the Saints, Martyrs and Confeſſors, that 
went before them: And from this vain and 
imaginary perſuaſion of their knowing more 
than others, (when in reality they know 
nothing of ſpiritual things) Satan leads 
them to deny the Divinity of Chriſt, and 
ſo reject the faith that was once delivered 
to the Saints in the Form of Baptiſm, deli- 
vered by Chriſt himſelf. Matt. xxvii.. 19. 
This is the way that Satan has taken with 
Hereticks in all ages. He firſt puffs them 
up with high conceits of their own light 
and abilities, and then frequently ſets them 
up (under the pretence of reformation) to 
alter the Chriſtian faith, and model the 
Chriſtian -worſhip to his own: advantage 
which is to render both uſeleſs. _ 


wo 


. 


. * 


And to do this more effectually, he 
obliges theſe Agents of his to put on the 
maſk of humility, and great pretences to 
ſanctity. 


. 7 RY "7 G . » 
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But true Chriſtians, who are not ignorant 
of Satan's devices, are not to be led aſtray# 


by ſuch wiles and crafty pretences. No; all 
enlightened Chriſtians adhere firmly to the 


faith delivered by the Apoſtles to the Saints, 
and contend for it. They likewiſe reject all 
Liturgies compoſed by private and enthuſia- 
ſtic men. They likewiſe chuſe rather to ad- 
here firmly to the eſtabliſhed Liturgy, com- 
poſed by Saints and Martyrs, than to fol- 
low the novel inventions of Hereticks, En- 
thuſiaſts, or any other Agents of the Tape 


and Jets. . 1 5 


. 


 .__ GENTLEMAN, 


Give me leave to aſk you one queſtion. 
As all true Chriſtians are baptized in the 
Name of the Father, Son and Holy Ghoſt, 
that is, into the Faith, Service and Worſhip 
of the Holy Trinity, the one true Gop; 
Do not all, who deny the Divinity of Chriſt, 

| - renounce 


renounce thereby their. Baptiſm, and deny 
the Faith, and become worſe than Infidels? 


MINISTER. 


By the Father, Son and Holy Ghoſt, 
mentioned in the Form of Baptiſm, can't 
de meant three Gods, becauſe ſuch a mean- 
ing is contrary both to Reaſon and Revelati- 
on: Neither can they be taken for one 
Gop and two Creatures, becauſe ſach an 

acceptance is equally abſurd ; and therefore 
they muſt imply three Perſons in 'the one 
Godhead ; and I can't ſee how any can be 
looked upon as good Chriſtians 


GENTLEMAN, 


St Peter tells us, Acts iv. 12. That there 
is no other Name under Heaven given among 
Men, whereby we muſt be ſaved, but only 
the Name of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 


Muſt not the Arians then, who reject 
Chriſt (as God and Saviour) and truſt to 
their own righteouſneſs, be in a very dan- 
gerous way, with reſpect to a future ſtate? 
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MINISTER. 


* 
* 


s Chriſt only, conſidered as Gop and 
Man, can be our Saviour, their rejecting 
the merits of Chriſt, and truſting to their | 
own righteouſneſs, muſt be ſtrange pre- 
ſumption, or rather diabolical infatuation. 


._ _ GENTLEMAN. 
Are there no officiating Miniſters of the 
Church of England, of the Arian: perſua- 


+ 


* 


MINISTER. 


I hope not, becauſe, if there be any, 
muſt be the worſt of men. 


Why muſt they be the worſt of men. 


\ 


Min1sTER. 
Pray, what opinion ſhould you have of 
a man, that would readily at any time 
a falſe Oath for a little money 55 
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GENTLEMAN. 


I ſhould look upon him, as one of the 


vileſt of men, and in a dreadful ſtate, 


both with reſpect to the next 
| ORR  - x 


What then can you think of a Man, 


-that ſubſeribed to the Truth of the Doc- 
trine of the Holy Trinity, gave his aſſent 
to all things contained in the Common 


Prayer, called upon the Trinity, three Per- 
ſons and one God, to have mercy upon 
him; and ſoon after (during the publick 
ervice) received the holy Sacrament, and 
at the ſame time did not believe what he 
ſubſcribed or had publickly attended to? 


* 2 8 ; ? 


- GENTLEMAN, 

T hope there.is no ſuch man in England; 
if there is, he muſt in his heart be an 
Atheiſt, or elſe, I think, he ſhould, be 
afraid that the Church would fall upon his 
head, every time he went into it, thus to 
diſhonour his Maker. 


5 ; F 


Ananias 


as 


8 


ic * * 
. * 
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Ananias and Saphira were ſtruck dead 
for lying to the Holy Ghoſt. As v. 
And does not an Arian Miniſter, who reads 
the publick Service. in Gop's own Houſe, 
with guile and hypocriſy i in his heart, act 


in the very ſame e auen and profane 


manner they id; | | 


. . - * « « 
* 5 


en 


Why cy a 9 that denies the 
Doctrine of the Trinity, and yet for lucre 


ſake reads the Litany, and ſoon after (with 


this deceit in his heart) receives the holy 
Sacrament, muſt be a ſinner. too great to be 
deſcribed, dangerous to be converſed with, 
and almoſt incapable of being converted. 


5 ES 1 GEN TLENIAN. 

It can't be proper then (I think) for any 
true Chriſtian Layman to join in publick 
worſhip with an Arian Clergyman, 


2 Min1sTER. | 
When St John heard, that the Here- 


tick Cerinthus was at the Bath at Epheſus, 
he exhorted his friends to avoid going to 


* as * 
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1 
a place where ſo great an enemy of Chriſt 
was, leſt the Bath ſhould fall upon their 
heads. By this St John thought it dange- 
rous, even'to go into an Heretick's compa- 
ny. But muſt it not be ſtill more dange- 
rous, not only to go into the company of 
an Arian Heretick, but even to attend him, 
while he is offering up a deceitful and hy- 
pocritical ſacrifice in Go p's Houſe? Surely, 


if ſuch a thing can be well. avoided, it 
ought. FN 


—M——ä—ñä— —— —EUñ—äͤꝛ— Jn 
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GENTLEMAN. 


You ſeem to have a very bad opinion 
of Subſcribing Arians. | 


MINISTER. 
I can't but look upon ſuch deceitful 


and hypocritical Arians, as will. ſubſcribe 
for lucre fake to the truth of a Doctrine 


* 


they don't believe; to be Hereticks in 
principles, and Atheiſts in practice: Be- 
cauſe, I think, no man who has the fear 
of the Living and True Gop before hi 
eyes, can act the deceitful Part they do; 
and conſequently, that men ought to be as 
much upon their guard againſt the ſpiri- 
tu 


8 1 | tual Plague they are infected with, as they 


ou are againſt the bodily Plague. 33 
heir 
— SGrNTLENMAN. 


pa- = . There is without doubt an infinite dif- 
ference betwixt true Chriſtians and Arians. 


MINISTER, 


True Chriſtians are living Members of 
Chriſt, and by virtue thereof have an en- 


| 5 „ * © p * , 7 
» it 1 joying union to Gopy, the ever- living Prin- 


'- |= Ciple of true good; and conſequently have 
1 always a Paradiſe within, or a living foun- 


aun of true and endleſs joy. 1 
non n | „ 


Baut on the other hand, Subſcribing A- 


tilans have minds ſo darkened by hereſy, 
3 Hypocriſy and guile, that heavenly pleaſures 
" can't enter or penetrate them. They can't 
ribe '* fo much as diſcern ſpiritual things, much 


trine leſs enjoy them. 
8 m M* | | 


Be- F | And indeed, till theſe fins of craft, ſelf- 
fear 905 conceit and hypoeriſy be purged out. of 
his their minds, it is  impoſlible for them to be 
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any way affected with the great myſteries 
of the Goſpel. 


GENTLEMAN; 
Dr Foſter tells us, that where Myſtery 


begins, there Religion ends. 


MINISTER. 


1 * ; s £4 . 


But St Paul ſays, © Great is the myſtery 
of Godlineſs: Gop was manifeſt in the 
fleſh, &c.” 1 Ti, iii. 16. And none can 
y otherwiſe, but by the ſuggeſtion of the 
Devil, who ſo far blinds the minds of the 
Arian Subſcribers, that they have no right 
knowledge of the revealed way of Salvati- 
on, or how fallen Man can be happy with 
out his body; and conſequently, muſt be 
ly unfit to have the Care of Souls com- 
mitted to them, 


GENTLEMAN. 


Will you allow any Arians 
learning or knowledge? 


* 4 . 7 . 


| Mints TER. 


1 . . 4 # » 1 7 ; f > 
4 4 # A , 
Ss 


Yes, ſeveral of them are very knowing 
and learned Men in Natural Philoſophy, 

athematicks, Hiſtory, Chronology, 
in Languages; and ſo have a great deal of 
outward and worldly Knowledge, that puf- 
feth up; but at the ſame time, if they 
have no ſpiritual and faving knowledge in 
them, they will at laſt die fools; for af- 
ter all, it is not great Parts and much 
worldly or outward Knowledge that fits 
men for heavenly happineſs, but Faith and 
ſincere Holineſs or heavenly Light, and Pu- 
rity in the mind. Worldly knowledge 
may be of great advantage in worldly af- 
fairs, but nothing but heavenly Knowledge 
ran ſhew the way to Heaven; and there- 
all who 'reje& that Light (however 
highly they may think of thernſelves) walk 
in darknefs, and in the way that leads to 
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3 GENTLEMAN. 


Give me leave to aſk one queſtion more, 


NI= and then 1 have done. Suppoſe an Arian 
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2 
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Clergyman had no objection againſt the 


thirty-nine Articles, or the Liturgy of the 
eſtabliſhed Church, when he (at firſt) was 
ordained, but upon a further ſearch into 
the holy Scriptures, and a conſtant uſe of 
the publick Service, his Arian Principles 
have taken place in him; what is he to do 


' - 


in this caſe? 5 3 5 


e 4 240 Mmisrex. 4 CEO 
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Reading the holy ſcriptures, and publick 
Prayers, are ordinances of Grace, and de- 
ſigned by GoD to enlighten the mind, pu- 
rify the heart, and raiſe the affections un- 
to Gop and things above. 


- But where men (inſtead of riſing up 
into the heavenly Life by theſe means) 
ſink lower into ſpiritual darkneſs, and there- 
by abuſe the means of their recovery, their 

e is very deplorable, and oft ends in final 


impenitency. = 


' 


GENTLEMAN. 


| The queſtion 1 deſigned to aſk you was, 
What muſt a Miniſter of a Pariſh do, that 


? . 


has been infected 


his living: 
remedy is therè for ſuch a Man? 


MINISTER. 


There is no remedy but one, and that 
conſiſts in denying himſelf and following 
Chriſt, as one in whom dwelleth the fulneſs 
of the Godhead bodily.” Col. ii. 9. If he 
does this as the Chriſtian faith requires, he 
will repent and live; but if he denies 
Chriſt, there is no other name under Hea- 


ven by which he can be ſaved. 


J ſhall now conclude in the words of St 
John, 1 Epiſt. v. 11, 12. This is the re- 
cord thatGop hath given unto useternal Life: 
And this Life is in his Son *. He that 


o * . - 


ME OE yon hath 


* To ſay the Word or Son of God is not of a 
Divine Nature, is a contradiction in terms and blaſ- 
phemy. To ſay the Divine Word or Son of Gop 
is not a Divine Perſon, is likewiſe a contradiction in 
terms and blaſphemy. 
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